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More ways to use VT
• Using VT for Assignments
• Pecha Kucha and Ignite
• Other examples



Examples
• Assignment QandA
• General Discussion/Conversations
• Topic Slides with commenting
• Readings (Book Club)
• Course Questions
• Introductions/Getting to Know You
• Questions on a slide
• Link to a website with feedback required
• Video on a slide (students’ 

comment/discuss at various points)
• Video of tutorial session
• Task that requires students to upload an 

artefact
• Create a portfolio

• Interview an expert
• Debate
• Collaborative stories
• Games (pop quiz, doodle games, 

anagrams, language etc etc)
• Pecha Kucha or Ignite (Big ideas 

or other presentations)
• Language learning
• Assignments
• Quiz



VoiceThread Assignment

There are a few choices for 
an assignment type

The following set of slides 
describe the set up for a 
comment assignment



In the Course Study Desk 
> make sure editing is on
> create a new section then
> add an activity or resource



Look for External Tool



Write an activity name – 
ORA

Fill in the activity 
description so the 
student has some 
instructions before they 
enter VoiceThread

Check that display 
settings are checked as on



Decide how you would like 
the VoiceThread to appear

Choose Preconfigured Tool – 
VoiceThread

Check that the Privacy has all 
of these ticked



Make sure you save



Back in the study desk you see this

The student will access the VoiceThread by clicking this link or you can put a 
link to this link for them to access.

But first you need to set up the VoiceThread (next steps)



If you have never entered VoiceThread before 
you may need to do this…
You may find that if this is your first time you 
will be prompted to enter via the USQ log in

If you don’t see that dialog box you 
may be prompted with this one

Choose sign in via 
institution and search 
for University of 
Southern Queensland

Note that when the students enter the VoiceThread from the link you create in the Study Desk they will be automatically 
logged in to VoiceThread



Click the link you have just created in the study 
desk and you will see this in VoiceThread



Choose Assignment Builder

Once you set this 
up your students 
will enter from the 
study desk and 
VoiceThread will 
recognise them as 
attached to your 
course



Choose the type of assignment

Then click Continue



Choose Create a new 
VoiceThread

Unless you already have 
a VoiceThread made 
that you want to use 
you need to Create a 
new one



Choose the type
There are a number of ways 
you can create a VoiceThread

A quick approach is to simply 
record you talking. You may 
prefer to upload a slide with 
text information on but you will 
need to have prepared that 
outside of VoiceThread.



Record your slide
A page will appear with your image on.
Note that the background will be the 
one where you are actually situated so 
you may need to think about this 
before you start. You can’t add a 
background.

Once you are happy with how you look 
click start recording.

It is a good opportunity to welcome 
the student to the task tell them what 
to do and how to do it.



Recording

Once you have finished you can 
check you like it and then click 
save or cancel (and do it again)



Recording
Then you will see this.

You can add a title or any other 
media. We recommend keeping 
it simple. The one slide you 
have just made is enough for 
the student to be able to leave 
their comment on.

You only need one slide for 
everyone because in the next 
step you will set the 
permissions to moderate the 
comment.



Here is what my VoiceThread 
looks like.

Now you need to add the 
permissions.

Click Continue



Settings

Number of Comments (1) and 
Number of Slides (0)

Restrict this to webcam only

Check this box otherwise the students will 
be able to see each others comments

Check this box otherwise the student can 
delete their comment

Check this box and choose a time limit

You can choose whatever you like but these recommendations are for a 
restricted type of assignment in which the instructor only wants the students 
to use certain features.



Scroll down for more settings
Check that all of these boxes are unchecked

Click Continue



Check the final settings 

Scroll down to see the rest of this page (in VoiceThread) more 
instructions on next slide



Set grading requirements

Set the start date

Set the due date

Set the close date

Uncheck these boxes

Set the grading

Choose Publish



Back in Study Desk
When you click the link in Study Desk you will see this



Pecha Kucha and Ignite
You need to do some preparation 
before creating this type of VT

Pecha Kuccha:
• 20 Slides
• 20 secs talking each slide

Ignite:
• 20 slides
• 15 secs talking each slide

Create a new VT and upload your 20 slides



Pecha Kucha and Ignite

Select the options drop down

Choose playback settings



Choose Pecha Kucha
This will automatically set 
the limits

You can choose which of the other settings 
you prefer

Select Save and then you can record your 
comments as normal. You will see that the 
slides move automatically and you get a 
count down for each one.

When you are done come back to the 
playback settings and turn off Pecha Kucha


